THE BENJAMIN ULEN HOUSE

By Dr. Roland Burns
     This yellow poplar log house of a story and a half was built by Benjamin Ulen in the summer of 1795, when the state of Kentucky was only three years old.  It has been written that Ulen built the house two miles from the Ohio River (on what is now Ulen Branch, Greenup Co), far enough away so that the smoke from the chimney couldn’t be smelled by the Indians, who traveled on the river. 

   Captured as a child from a pioneer settlement, probably in Virginia, he was raised by the Indians in Ohio. He married an Indian and started a family, but later escaped back to the settlements. Over the years he worked as a trader, interpreter and served in the militia. He was a scout and hunter for an expedition which completed the surveys for the city that later became Cincinnati, Ohio. In the summer of 1794, he left Point Pleasant (now West Virginia) and settled at Hanging Rock (now in Ohio), but left there because of fear from capture by Indians. He likely knew both Daniel Boone and Simon Kenton. The story of Ben Ulen is one of the truly wonderous stories of pioneer era Kentucky.

     The Ulen House was donated to Wolfpen Woods Pioneer Village in the spring of 2004. Like the other log structures in the Village it was slated for demolition. 

